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Pre-Con Edition

SPECIAL US PREMIERE OF 
FATE/STAY NIGHT 

ONLY AT SAKURA-CON
Sakura-Con and Aniplex of America are proud to host an exclusive Fate/stay 
night: Unlimited Blade Works Season 2 US Premiere Screening.   This screening 

will include select episodes from the upcoming season before its 
broadcast date.

The premiere will take place in Room 6C on Friday, April 3rd at 7:00pm. 
Don’t miss out! 



Sakura-Con Frequently Asked Questions
You can e-mail us at info@sakuracon.org with questions. Here are some common ones that 
we’ve received via e-mail this year. Please take a moment to look them over to see if there’s 
one that applies to you.

Q: I didn’t get a chance to register! Is Sakura-Con sold out?!
A: Fear not, Sakura-Con is not sold out at the time of this printing nor do we expect to sell 
out. But we suggest you come to purchase your membership as early as possible during our 
open hours, and of course, check the website before coming, www.sakuracon.org

Registration is located at The Conference Center, level 3. The conference center is located 
across the street from the main entrance to the Washington State Convention Center (on 
Pike).

Registration Hours
Thu, Apr 2: 12pm - 9pm

Fri. Apr 3: 6am - 9pm
Sat, Apr 4: 6am - 9pm
Sun, Apr 5: 8am - 1pm

Q. I didn’t get a barcode/email/confirmation! What do I need to get my badge if I pre-
registered?!
A. Just bring your government issued photo ID and we can look you up in the 
database. If you want to confirm your reg is in our system please look it up here:  
https://secure.sakuracon.org/registration/reg_confirm.php
Q: I’m over 18, can I bring someone younger to Con? Like a friend or relative? (or “I’m a 
minor, do I have to come with my parents or can someone else bring me?)
A: Minors may not purchase memberships and/or attend alone. If you have a 
minor accompanying you to the convention, and you are not their legal parent 
or guardian, you need have the minor’s parent fill out and sign the Parental 
Consent form and bring it with you to registration when purchasing or picking 
up the minor’s membership badge. Government issued photo ID is also required.  
(https://secure.sakuracon.org/registration/parentalauth.php) 

Parents/legal guardains do not need this form for their own children. All attending 
adults must also purchase a membership and depending on the minor’s age, be with 
them at all times, or be on site at all times. Consult our minor’s policy for full details. 
www.sakuracon.org/aboutus/policies.php See Section III Paragraph Q Minors. 
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Q: Can I pick up my adult friend’s badge for him/her?
A: No. Adults must pick up their own badges with their own ID.

Q: Help! I don’t have government issued photo ID!?
A: Many states provide temporary ID cards once you apply for a replacement.  
Here are instructions for Washington State:  
http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/replaceidcard.html
We cannot waive ID requirements, but if you have a special situation please go to a 
manager’s line at registration for help and bring everything you can. 

Q:What time is ____?
A: Our schedule is up here: http://www.sakuracon.org/programming/schedule.php

Q: Is my prop weapon allowed?
A: Please always consult the policies before bringing a prop into con space. Functional or 
previously functioning projectile weapons or parts are NOT allowed. All prop weapons 
must be peacebonded. Please consult http://www.sakuracon.org/aboutus/policies.php  
Or e-mail SAS@sakuracon.org directly if you have a question. 

Q: Where is Peacebonding?
A: Peace-Bonding Hours of Operation

Q: We have this idea to stage a battle between our characters, who are mortal enemies, 
and stage a mock battle. Can we do that? (Or, can we LARP?)
A: NO. “Weapons should never be waved around in a manner that may be construed as 
use of the weapon (this is considered brandishing). Bladed Weapons: All weapon props 
made out of metal and designed to represent a blade (including, but not limited to, swords, 
daggers, kunai, and scythes), with an edge a quarter of an inch in width or narrower and/
or a sharply pointed tip) must remain sheathed. Additionally, it must be possible for 
peace-bonding staff to securely zip-tie the prop into its sheath so that it may not be drawn. 
Ribbons, cloth, or tape wrapped around the blade do not qualify as sheaths.”

Q: How much are tickets to the <insert event> (ie. Concert, autograph sessions, gaming, 
etc.)
A: As a member only event we structure Sakura-Con to have no additional charges for 
programming once you are inside. So aside from buying your own food and souvenirs you 
don’t have to worry about purchasing anything else if you want to enjoy something you see 
in our schedule.

FAQ Continued...

Sky Bridge:
Friday: 10:00AM-6:00PM 
Saturday: 10:00AM-6:00PM 
Sunday: 10:00AM-4:00PM

The Conference Center: 
Friday: 6:00AM-9:00PM 
Saturday: 6:00AM-9:00PM 
Sunday: CLOSED
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FAQ Continued...
Q: HELP! What do I do if my costume got ripped on the trip here? I didn’t bring any 
sewing supplies and I don’t know where I can buy some in this town!
A: Weary traveler, your journey may have been long and stressful, but that all ends when you 
come to Sakura-Con. Behold!!!!  - The Costume Repair Station. [insert dramatic music]
Located in Room 304 - the location will be open on Friday from 9am - 10pm; Saturday from 
8am - 10pm; and Sunday 9am - 3pm. You will have plenty of time to stop by if something goes 
wrong or if you didn’t bring enough bobby-pins to keep that wig in place.

Q: I have packed lunches for everyone who is going with us. Can I bring them to Con?
A: You may bring outside food with you as long as it is OUTSIDE of convention space. 
Meaning, you can have it in your car or hotel room, outside in the park, or in the Galleria (The 
place with the fountain and main escalators) - anywhere you need to show a badge to get in, 
you may not bring in outside food

Q: Uh-oh… I seem to have lost my badge. Now what? Am I allowed to still be at Con?
A: Badges must be worn chest high and be visible at all times. Individuals without badges will 
not be granted access to convention space. A fee will be charged for replacing a lost badge. 
Membership Office can replace lost badges during their open hours consult our Souvenir 
Guide or just ask at Info Booth’s fourth floor kiosk for directions.

A few tips for first time attendees:

Be sure to check out our website for updates to the schedule. Try to plan your trip ahead 
of time. It’s easy to become overwhelmed by all the options and find yourself frustrated at 
not knowing just what to do, and where to go next.

Take good care of yourself! It’s easy to clock many miles of walking in a day at Sakura-Con. 
Be sure to be stay well hydrated and to plan ahead for meals, as lines can be long at local 
restaurants. It’s also recommended to go with friends and make sure to not walk alone, 
especially at night, in the city. 

Talk to us! If you notice a problem please know that we have people waiting and willing 
to help. You can go directly to green coated convention staff, our own staff at Info Booth 
(right off the escalators on the 4th floor) or if you see someone with a staff badge (they are 
larger and say “staff” on them). 

First-aid is available on site. If you get a blister, cut, bruise or just have a headache, or 
even worse, they can help you. They are located under the escalators in the 4th floor south 
Galleria, right outside main events. That’s just left as you come up the main escalators, 
and into the large space outside main events. They are tucked right under those secondary 
escalators that serve the 6th floor. 
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Sightseeing in Japan

We’ve written about a few places that might interest those planning a 
trip to Japan. While we would like to be able to visit all of the amazing 
places that Japan has to offer, there simply is not enough time!

Sakura-Con strives to provide members with cultural and educational 
resources and experiences to give a taste of Japan. Make sure to 
stop by some of the cultural panels and workshops, like the Kimono 
Workshop, Tea Ceremony, Bonsai panel, and Arts & Crafts amongst 
others. Also, we have some opportunities for you to connect with 
groups at their booths in the Exhibition Hall. Check out the schedule 
and program guide for more information!



Sightseeing in Japan: Odaiba
Odaiba--a man-made island in the middle of Tokyo 
Bay is located across the Rainbow Bridge from 
central Tokyo. The island offers views of Tokyo 
Tower and Tokyo Skytree that you can photograph 
to your heart’s delight. Odaiba is packed with 
shopping, food and other activities. With so much 
to do in one place, those visiting can easily spend 
an entire day here. There is even a free shuttle that 
takes visitors to the many spots around the island 
if they don’t want to walk.

Toyota has a gigantic showroom called MEGA 
WEB on one end of the Palette Town complex and 
a History Garage classic car museum on the other. 
Palette Town also has plenty of shopping as well as 
a Ferris wheel. If you are in need to splurge, there 
is yet another shopping center called Aqua City; 
outside of this building stands Japan’s own Statue 
of Liberty (built in honor of France).

Then there’s DiverCity Tokyo Plaza which has a 
small maid café called Maidreamin that you can 
peek into, assuming, of course you’re not yet sure 
that you can handle all the cuteness packed into 
such a small space. The food is almost too cute to 
eat; try the delicious omurice at this themed eatery.

One thing to note about all of this shopping is the 
fact that there are many stores in Japan that offer 
tax-free purchases as long as you have your passport 
with you at the time of purchase. Just remember to 
meet their minimum purchase amount and stop by 
customs at the airport with your receipts. 6
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Odaiba continued....
A popular attraction in the recent years has been 
the RG 1/1 RX-78-2 Gundam Ver. GFT statue created 
the statue to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the 
Gundam series. Built to-scale, this behemoth mech 
is truly a work of art. The Gundam was first put on 
display for a limited amount of time in Shizuoka 
and then dismantled. Luckily, a year later it was 
reassembled and put on display outside DiverCity 
Tokyo Plaza in Tokyo. Shows are scheduled that 
feature special effects, music, a digital projection 
and the Gundam itself, which lights up and even 
moves its head. There is also a scaled-down version 
of Akihabara’s Gundam Cafe where you can enjoy 
some themed snacks served by staff in uniform. 
What will surely draw fans is Gundam Front, an 
exhibit filled with models, ships and larger scale 
models you can take photos with. To finish off the 
Gundam experience, you can visit the store where 
gifts range from expensive jackets and models to 
smaller trinkets and t-shirts.

Getting there:
There are many ways you can get to Odaiba but the 
easiest is by train from either Shibuya, Shinjuku, 
or Ikebukuro on the JR-East Saikyō Line. You can 
also take the Yamanote Line, stop in Shimbashi (or 
Shiodome station on the Toei Ōedo Line subway) 
and hop on the Yurikamome - which is a newer 
transportation system that is a cross between a 
train and a bus. Taking the Yurikamome will give 
you great views of Rainbow Bridge and Odaiba. No 
matter how you get there, it is worth the trip.
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Sightseeing in Japan: Cat Cafe

In the United States you typically wouldn’t expect to see a bunch of cats hanging around in your local cafe. 
In Japan, however, that is a growing trend. Cat Cafes have gained inpopularity amongst locals and tourists 
alike. Most cafes charge by the hour and prices will vary depending on where you go and the popularity of 
the cafe. There are several cat cafes in the Tokyo area. The one I visited is called Calico, and is located just 
outside the train station in Kichijoji.

Guests can order drinks while they sit on comfortable 
furniture and try to gain the attention of resident 
felines. Some cats are more comfortable with new 
people than others and will come up to you right 
away while some prefer their “regular” guests or are 
tired from an earlier play or cuddle session. Do not 
be upset if a cat chooses to sleep and ignore you - 

they are cats.

S t a f f 
m e m b e r s 
walk around 
c h e c k i n g 
on the cats 
and offering 
a d d i t i o n a l 
toys for guests to use to tempt the cats to play. The toys range from 
ribbons, to fluffy balls to homemade toys made of yarn or string. Since 
not all cats like to play the same way, they may not respond to your 
attempts to gain their attention right away and you may need to try 
again and possibly go through a whole box of toys. Cats are stubborn 
creatures. 
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Cat Cafe continued....

All of the cafes have information about each of the 
cats that live there and there is often merchandise 
and stickers or trading cards with the pictures of 
the feline residents for you to collect. It is amazing 
to see the variety of people coming to the cat cafe, 
from tourists to teenagers, even the occasional 
businessman. Everyone is there for the chance to 
hang out with a couple of cool cats. There are even 
health benefits to spending time petting an animal, 
as studies have shown that petting an animal helps 
relieve stress, lower blood pressure and your heart 
rate. These cats also make good listeners. The cats 
at a cafe can offer the benefits of owning a pet 
without the responsibilities to those who may not 
be able to own one at their house or apartment.

Keeping the cats healthy is important so when 
entering guests are expected to take off their shoes 
and put on special slippers that get washed after 
each use. Guests are also expected to wash their 
hands before and after their visit. Cats are also 
removed from the public areas for breaks every 
once in a while, depending on their behavior and 
how long they’ve been at work. 
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http://www.seattlemeowtropolitan.com


Tokyo SkyTree is one of the newer additions to the Tokyo skyline. At 634 meters (2080 feet) tall, the Guinness 
World Records Company recognized it as the tallest broadcasting tower on November 17, 2011.

Located in Sumida, Tokyo SkyTree has two observation decks 
for visitors, one at 350m and another at 450m. The view from 
either is incredible. Both are glass-enclosed observation decks 
so you may get glare or reflections of flashes going off from 
other cameras. Interactive stations allow you to zoom in on the 
surrounding views in addition to providing some facts about the 
tower. 

Tickets for the Tembo Galleria at 450m are purchased in addition 
to the standard 350m Tembo Deck tickets. The weather can 
sometimes get in the way of views and has been known to strand 

visitors on the observation decks as elevators are temporarily shut down. 
Due to the popularity of SkyTree, you may have to wait in line for a while in order to give priority to those 
who have reserved tickets. There have also been times where they 
stop selling tickets because of the amount of people visiting so just 
be aware of that fact when planning your visit. 

Sightseeing in Japan: SkyTree
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Newsletter Credits:
Coordinator - Klaudina Pasko

If I eat enough sugar, I 
should be able to stay awake 
through the entire three days 
of Sakura-Con!! Right?!

Have you explored the 
Official Sakura-Con Group Facebook page and Official Sakura-Con Group?

These are great places to socialize with other members and to catch 
official announcements. 

Official news is still posted on the 
Sakura-Con website.

For more information about ANCEA/Sakura-Con  

e-mail:  in
fo@sakuracon.org

https://www.facebook.com/SakuraCon
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2208863127/
http://www.sakuracon.org/
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